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Ballarat Regional Tourism, a division of the City of Ballarat, including its officers, agents and contractors, has made every endeavour to ensure that details appearing in this publication are correct at the time of printing, but accepts no responsibility
for any inaccuracy or mis-description, whether by inclusion or omission. Nor does the publisher accept any responsibility for subsequent change or withdrawal, of prices, details or services shown which are subject to alteration without notice.
Any standard of accommodation and/or service contained in this publication are indicative only of certain class and are based on information provided to the publisher. Accordingly, the publisher makes no representation or guarantee in relation
to the standard, class or fitness of purpose of that accommodation or service. Information and images may not be reproduced without written consent from the publishers.






Walk in the footsteps of history

Whether you want to inspire a sales team, reward a loyal
customer base, enrich a workplace culture or catch up
with friends on your car club rally, you’ll find that Ballarat’s
combination of living history and visitor services never fail
to inspire and delight. As well as boasting all the facilities,
services and accommodation every event needs, Ballarat
has a unique sense of living history that makes every event
memorable.

Ballarat’s activities and incentives are as diverse and
exciting as its living history. Every conference or event
needs time out, and in Ballarat time out means
rediscovering the gems of the past while enjoying all of
today’s pleasures.

From team building experiences to pre and post tours of
the many attractions in the region, Ballarat has it covered.
Get caught up in gold fever at Sovereign Hill, admire
horticultural wonders in the Ballarat Botanical Gardens,
or artistic treasures at the Art Gallery of Ballarat.

Your event might even coincide with one of the dozens of
major events Ballarat hosts throughout the year, including
the Ballarat Begonia Festival and the Ballarat Heritage
Weekend.

For those that prefer to relax and unwind, indulge in a
luxury treatment at one of the region’s many day spas,
roam around the shopping precincts and visit antique and
boutique shops, or tee off at one of our picturesque golf
courses.

With its many attractions and venues set in a city steeped
in history, Ballarat is the ideal location for your next
conference or event.

Ten things to do in Ballarat
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Enjoy the modern and classic masterpieces at the
Art Gallery of Ballarat

Visit the beautiful Ballarat Botanical Gardens and
Prime Ministers’ Avenue

Stroll or cycle around picturesque Lake Wendouree

Take a Heritage Walking or Driving Tour and marvel
at Ballarat’s elegant architecture

Meander up the beautiful and iconic Lydiard Street
Visit the historic Her Majesty’s Theatre

Strike it lucky at Sovereign Hill and the Gold Museum
Explore the Australian Ex-Prisoners of War Memorial

Get up close and personal with Australian wildlife at
the Ballarat Wildlife Park

Sample some local wines at regional wineries




Access

Situated 75 minutes drive north west of Melbourne,
Ballarat is readily accessible from all parts of
Victoria and Australia via an excellent highway and
freeway network.

Travelling time by car from
major cities to Ballarat:

Melbourne 75 minutes
Warrnambool 2 hours
Geelong 60 minutes
Traralgon 3 hours
Mildura 4% hours
Bendigo 90 minutes
Adelaide 6 %2 hours
Sydney 11 hours

Ballarat is also one hour’s drive from Victoria’s two major
airports, Melbourne International (Tullamarine) and
Geelong’s domestic Avalon airport. Ballarat Coach Lines
run a regular Melbourne Airport shuttle service to and
from Ballarat.

Or if you prefer to sit back and relax, why not catch the
train? V/Line offers 166 services between Melbourne and
Ballarat throughout the week and 51 services on weekends.
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Getting around

Most of Ballarat is laid out in a sensibly planned grid,
making the city surprisingly easy to access. There is plenty
of parking in the shopping areas as well as ample street
parking. There is also a local bus service which operates
daily from the railway station and Sturt Street, Ballarat’s
main thoroughfare.

The friendly staff at Ballarat’s Visitor Information Centre
are always ready to offer navigational advice including
walking tours, scenic drives and nearby sights. All streets
are well signposted, but don’t hesitate to ask a local the
way. Ballarat residents are justifiably proud of the city and
keen to help visitors appreciate their home town.

Climate

More clear skies than Melbourne and the pleasure of four
distinct seasons make Ballarat’s climate a refreshingly
liveable blend of Australian and European. Perfect for
enjoying the outdoors in warmer months, appreciating
open fires and rugging up in winter and revelling in the
showcase of spring and autumn.

Ballarat’s climate lends itself to a diverse range of events
and activities, from cheering on the competitors in the
Cycling Australia Road National Championships in January
to the breathtaking change of season and beautiful blooms
that autumn and the Ballarat Begonia Festival bring. Head
inside for heritage, dance, drama and music of the Heritage
Weekend and Royal South Street Competitions during
winter then indulge your senses at the Taste Food and
Wine Expo in spring.

For the statistically minded, Australian Bureau of Meteorology
(BoM) figures indicate the average annual temperature is a
mild 17.4°C.

The crisp, clear skies of winter give way to a vibrant spring
with a riot of blooms in parks and gardens helped along
by an average temperature of 16.7°C. This warms towards
a mild summer average of 24.2°C. Ballarat’s golden
autumn offers an average temperature of 17.7°C, ideal
for those spectacular displays which help make the city
one of the most visually engaging places in Australia.

Major industries

Gold mining made Ballarat’s fortune in the 19th century,
but the city’s 21st century prosperity is due to much more.
In fact, mining makes up less than one percent of Ballarat’s
current regional domestic product.

Ballarat is a dynamic regional centre with a strong economy
and positive growth in retail, construction and property,
health, education, tourism, agribusiness and information
and communication technology. The city’s economic
growth is underpinned by the presence of large corporate
organisations including IBM Global Service, McCain Foods
(Australia), Masterfoods Australia and the FMP Group.
Council’s Economic Strategy provides a working
framework to enable Council to assist the business
community to capitalise on Ballarat’s strengths and the
opportunities it offers. This proactive approach to
development enhances the city’s position as an economic
leader in the region.



Events

Ballarat hosts a wide range of events and festivals
throughout the year which celebrate the best of the region.

Visitors from around the nation gather to enjoy a taste of
our famous hospitality, arts and culture, beautiful gardens
and stunning heritage buildings. Other visitors test their
fitness skills in competitions at our fine sporting facilities,
while enthusiast collectors search for antiques or swap
hard-to-find car parts.

Australian Open Road Championships
January

See Australia’s cycling greats in action. The 2012 Cycling
Australia Road National Championships are gearing up
to be the best year yet. Cycling action will run in Ballarat
over four days including the Criterium, Road Race and
Time Trials. Visit www.visitballarat.com.au

Organs of the Ballarat Goldfields
January

Some of Australia’s finest singers and instrumentalists
join with international musicians in ten summer days of
classical music and social events in the beautiful heritage
churches and halls of the Ballarat goldfields region.

The festival includes 25 recitals over ten days allowing
the audience time to explore the region, share picnics,
enjoy two festival breakfasts and a festival dinner. Visit
www.ballarat.com/organs

Super Southern Swap Meet
Late February

One of the largest Swap Meets in the southern hemisphere,
the annual event held in February offers over 2500 sites
including local, national and international operators.

Ballarat Begonia Festival
March, Victorian Labour Day long weekend

Everyone enjoys a splash of colour; so it’s no surprise
that the Ballarat Begonia Festival is Victoria’s leading
regional festival and an iconic event on the Ballarat event
calendar.

Every March it presents a kaleidoscope of vivid blooms
over the Labour Day long weekend, incorporating a
program of activities and entertainment for garden lovers
and families alike. Visit www.ballaratbegoniafestival.com

Ballarat Antique Fair
March, Victorian Labour Day long weekend

This event is a must for lovers of antiques and ephemera
and features an array of well loved items, including
superb Victorian and French furniture all displayed with
great care by some of Australia’s leading dealers. Visit
www.ballaratantiquefair.com.au

Ballarat Autumn Day Ride
May

Popular bicycle event of 25, 50 or 100 kilometres,
suitable for all levels of ability. Approximately 1,000 riders
are expected to participate. Participants can register
early or on the day. Visit www.ballarat.com/bushwalking

Ballarat Heritage Weekend
May

For one weekend every May, Ballarat’s grand buildings,
enchanting gardens, historic private residences and wonderful
collections of heritage memorabilia are unveiled to the
public as part of Ballarat Heritage Weekend. For history
buffs and those who enjoy a great weekend away, it’s an
absolute must. Visit www.ballaratheritageweekend.com

Royal South Street Competitions
July — November

An iconic local event, which involves competitions in drama,
speech, dance and a range of other artistic disciplines. It is
held between July and November each year and features
performances in the beautiful Her Majesty’s Theatre.

Ballarat International Foto Biennale
August — September

The Ballarat International Foto Biennale was first held in
Ballarat in 2009 and featured photographs released for
viewing for the first time, by national and international
photographers. This unique photographic event runs for
four weeks biannually. Viewings are held in various venues
both in and around Ballarat. Visit www.ballaratfoto.org

Eureka Week
November — December

A week of special activities and events celebrate this
historic occasion, as well as the birth of democracy and
cultural diversity in Australia. Headline events include the
annual raising of the Eureka Flag, Eureka Graves Ceremony
and the annual Eureka Lecture. Visit www.visitballarat.com.au






Ballarat Regional Tourism
assistance
Ballarat Regional Tourism can provide event organisers

with a range of services depending on specific needs and
the number of participants, including:

source venues to suit individual requirements;
obtain preliminary quotes from venues and services;
coordinate site inspections;

liaise with City of Ballarat for any required permits;
suggest pre and post touring options;

provide promotional material for event attendees
such as recycled bags, tourism collateral, souvenirs
and maps;

assist with the organisation of transportation for
delegates to and from Ballarat;

provide an accommodation booking and referral
service through Ballarat Regional Tourism’s Visitor
Information Centre; and

provide local information and contacts for relevant
organisations in the Ballarat and surrounding region.




Sustainable Events

Ballarat Regional Tourism is committed to assisting event
participants to reduce their carbon footprint. A carbon
footprint is the direct effect that actions and lifestyle have
on the environment in terms of carbon dioxide emissions.
When attending events, carbon emissions accumulate
through participant travel to the location and using electricity
for accommodation, supplies and staging of the event.

Ballarat Regional Tourism is proactive in reducing the
effects of climate change and has developed the Greening
Ballarat program. This program focuses on planting native
trees in specifically chosen areas including creeks,
waterways and public open spaces to counteract carbon
emissions. Contact Ballarat Regional Tourism’s Tourism
and Business Events Officer for further information about
how to become involved in this exciting initiative.

The carbon footprint of an event held in Ballarat can be
reduced by:

participating in the Greening Ballarat program;

taking advantage of Ballarat Regional Tourism’s
recycled paper bags;

returning any left over tourism collateral to Ballarat
Regional Tourism;

turning unnecessary lights off in accommodation
rooms;

participating in nature based activities which offer
minimal environmental impact; and

dining in cafés and restaurants that offer fair trade
coffee and ingredients sourced from the region.
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Map Grid References

Venues
Alexandra on Lydiard Map 2, 3C
Ansonia on Lydiard Map 2, 4B
Ballarat Airport Map 1, 1A
Ballarat and District Trotting Club Map 1, 5C
Ballarat Golf Club Map 1, 3B
Ballarat Mid City Motor Inn Map 2, 2A
Ballarat Turf Club Map 1, 2B*
Barkly Motor Lodge Map 1, 4E
Caro Convention Centre Map 1, 6E*
City Oval Map 1, 4C
Comfort Inn Bell Tower Map 1, 4A
Craig’s Royal Hotel Map 2, 4B
Eastern Oval Map 2, 1E
Golden City Hotel Map 1, 4D
Lydiard Wine Bar Map 2, 3B
Marty Busch Reserve Map 1, 6D*
Mercure Ballarat Map 1, 5E
Narmbool Map 1, 6E*
North Gardens Reserve Map 1, 3B
Novotel Forest Resort Map 1, 1C*
Sovereign Hill Map 1, 5E
Sovereign Park Map 1, 4E
Tangles at the Tangled Maze Map 1, 1C*
Victoria Park Map 1, 4C

Team Building & Activities

Corporate Commandos

Various locations

Art Gallery of Ballarat Map 2, 2C
Ballarat Wildlife Park Map 1, 4F
Her Majesty’s Theatre Map 2, 4C
Regent Cinemas Gold Class Map 2, 2B
Sovereign Hill Map 1, 5E
Tangled Maze Map 1, 1C*

G02000.com Sightseeing Tours

Various locations

Eerie Tours

Various locations

Ballarat Golf Club

Map 1, 3B

Services

Visionary events marketing e-business

Various locations

Chatterbox Creative Various locations
Action Ads Map 1, 4D
Picture This Photo Booth Various locations
Gold Bus Ballarat Various locations
Airport Shuttlebus Map 2, 1C

* |ocation is off this map but indicates direction to property



For further information contact:

Tourism and Business Events Officer
Ballarat Regional Tourism

43 Lydiard Street North, Ballarat
Victoria Australia 3350

Telephone: (03) 5320 5757
Email: conference@ballarat.vic.gov.au
Web: www.visitballarat.com.au
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